Interior-wall construction

Most walls are framed with
green lumber, which can shrink,
causing drywall cracks. Kiln-
dried and engineered studs
won't warp but cost more.
Curved walls require additional
studs and fussier drywall work.

Interior doors

Hollow-core doors are the
affordable choice. They are
lightweight and have smooth
faces with no exposed frames.
Stile-and-rail doors, which have
solid or glass panels, are heavier
and more visually interesting
than hollow-core doors.

Interior trim

Traditional trim details come

in two types: paint grade and
stain grade. Because it will be
painted, the former can be of
a lower quality, but stain-grade
trim requires first-rate material
and fastidious installation.

Floor coverings

As the durability of the floor
surface increases, material costs
tend to go up, and installation
procedures become more
complex.

Lighting

Recessed light fixtures are not
as visible as surface-mounted
fixtures. They are typically lower
in cost because they don't need
to be fabricated using high
appearance standards; only the
trim ring is visible.
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Countertops

Stone tends to be the most
expensive countertop material
because of its high production
and installation costs, and the
additional structural support
that may be needed to
support its weight.
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Green studs precut for
8-ft.-high ceiling; textured
drywall finish

Prehung, paint-grade
hollow-core doors;
standard sizes

Simple painted-wood door
molding; drywall-cased
windows; resilient wall
base

Economy-grade nylon
carpet/pad; vinyl
composition tile

Economy-grade surface-
mounted ceiling/wall
fixtures

Prefab plastic-laminate top
with rounded front edge
and integral backsplash,
cut to length

Economy-grade
prefinished manufactured
wood or melamine units
in modular sizes; 3/4-
extension slides

Off-brand base models;
white or other standard
color

Single-bowl acrylic sink;
1/3-hp disposal

Two-piece toilet; acrylic

bath with integral apron;
single vanity, pedestal, or
wall-hung lavatory; white
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Cabinets

hardware,
sizes, and

The most expensive cabinets
have top-grade materials and

finishes. Local cabinet shops
are often the best choice for
this type of custom work.
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Green studs for 9-ft.-high
ceiling; textured drywall
finish

Stain-grade hollow-core
doors; standard sizes

Painted-wood door
molding, windowsills,
wall base; drywall-cased
windows

Medium-grade nylon
carpet/pad; linoleum or
vinyl sheet/tile

Medium-grade surface-
mounted ceiling/wall
fixtures; track lighting

Custom plastic-laminate
top in standard depths
with square or rounded
front edge; back and side
splashes

Midprice prefinished
manufactured wood or
melamine units in modular
sizes; 3/4-extension slides

Major manufacturer base
models; white or other
standard color

25-in.- to 33-in.-wide single-
or double-basin acrylic sink;
1/2-hp disposal

Two-piece toilet; cast-iron
bath with integral apron;
two vanity or pedestal
lavatories; low-price color

/

3

Green studs for 9-ft.-high
ceiling; smooth drywall
finish

Paint-grade wood/
composite stile-
and-rail doors; standard
sizes

Painted- or stained-wood
door and window molding,
and wall base

Good-grade nylon
carpet/pad; wood
parquet; ceramic tile

Recessed light fixtures for
ambient and accent lighting;
some dimming

Solid-surface top in
standard color with eased
or rounded front edge;
back and side splashes

Semi-custom, flush overlay
wood and melamine units in
modular sizes; full-extension
slides; 110° hinges

Midprice models with
extra features; white or
standard color

33-in.- to 42-in.-wide
enameled cast-iron or
stainless-steel
double-basin sink; 3/4-hp
disposal

One-piece toilet; cast-iron
bath with integral apron;
separate shower; two vanity
sinks; standard color
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Appliances

unusual shapes and
hard-to-achieve

The number of features,
fabrication qualities, and
finish materials are the main
differences between budget
appliances and high-end
versions. Differences have
little impact on function.
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Straight and curved walls
with green and dry lumber;
smooth drywall finish

Clear/stain-grade wood stile-
and-rail and French doors;
standard sizes

More complex; painted- or
stained-wood door and
window molding, and wall
base

Solid-wood strip flooring in
linear pattern; porcelain or
stone tile

Extensive recessed, pendant,
and wall-sconce fixtures;
dimming

Ceramic/stone tile top with
square front edge; solid-
surface top in premium color
with bullnose edge

Custom painted/stained/
clear wood and fiberboard
units in any size; full-
extension slides; 165° hinges

Models with many features;
stainless steel; wood panels

43-in.- to 48-in.-wide
enameled cast-iron or
stainless-steel triple-basin
sink or separate sinks; 3/4-hp
disposal

One-piece low-profile toilet;
whirlpool bath; separate
glass-enclosed shower; two
vanity sinks; premium-cost

color

Kitchen-plumbing
fixtures

Price is affected mainly

by the fabrication material,
type, and thickness; sink
size and bowl config-
uration; and color. White is
usually the least expensive.
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